THE LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM
purchases it may be enough to mention the Bedford Hours (Add.
MS. 18850) once in the Harleian Library, bought in 1852; two
MSS. rescued in 1862 from the sale of the public library founded by
Archbishop Tenisoiij namely a Prudentius, De Pugna Vitiorum et
Virtutum (Add. MS. 24199) written in England at the beginning of
the i ith century, with outline drawings, and a Venantius Fortunatus,
Carmma^ of the gth century (Add. MS. 24193); and lastly, a worthy
addition to the Museum's series of books written and illuminated in
New Minster (afterwards Hyde Abbey) at Winchester, where
flourished the greatest English school of the art 5 this was the
Gospels of Grimbald (Add. MS. 34890), which is one of the first
examples of the school, dating from the early eleventh century. But
there were very many others of the highest quality.
The -splendid Yates Thompson MSS. came too late for more than
bare mention here (see p, 260).
A summary account of the art as represented by the Museum's
collections is given in the Guide to Exhibited Manuscripts, Part I,
and there is no need to reproduce this here. Before setting out the
titles of publications in this field it may be worth while to note some
very fine examples of the English School recently acquired:
The Apocalypse of the Abbey of AUngdon (Add. MS. 42555),
thirteenth century, belonging to the type with half the page devoted
to picture and half to text which is associated by the famous example
at Lambeth with Canterbury; as in one other copy the commentary
as well as the text is illustrated. Bought in 1931. (British Museum
Quarterly, vi. 71-3.)
The Psalter of the Abbey of-Evesham (Add. MS. 44874), written
for, and perhaps in, Evesham Abbey about A.D. 1250. It fills a gap l
in the series  of mid-thirteenth-century  English   Psalters  in the
Museum. Bought and presented by the National Art Collections
Fund in 1936, (British Museum Quarterly, xi. 22-3.)
The M. R. James Psalter (Add. MS. 44949), written in the
fourteenth century for use in the Diocese of Durham. Apart from
its own beauty its certainly English origin settles that of another
Psalter from the same scriptorium and perhaps by the same hand
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